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LANCASTER, PA — This evening, Congressman Joe Sestak (PA-07) delivered the keynote
address at the Lancaster Campus of YTI Career Institute’s Graduation Ceremony.
Congressman Sestak, a member of the House Education and Labor Committee, highlighted the
importance of quality post-secondary education in building a highly trained, multi-faceted
workforce to succeed in the 21st Century.

  

 

  

“I’m honored to be here this evening to congratulate such an accomplished group of individuals.
Their hard work and dedication is evident by the diploma in their hands and the pride in their
families’ faces,” said Congressman Sestak. “America’s workers face more challenges today
than ever before. Tonight’s graduates have already prepared themselves well for these
difficulties by completing their degrees. YTI Career Institute has given them the tools to
succeed, and they should be confident in whatever direction or career they may seek.”

  

 

  

As a member of the House Education and Labor Committee, Congressman Sestak has taken
the lead on several efforts to support career and technical education, including introducing the
Veterans Training Act (HR 3813) which would correct the inequities in the new Post-9/11 GI Bill
by providing fair access to career and technical schools. He also voted for the Health Care and
Education Affordability Reconciliation Act, which, in addition to removing extra fees on student
loans, provides grants to states and institutions of higher education to overhaul community
colleges.

 1 / 2



Congressman Sestak Delivers Keynote Address at YTI – Lancaster Career Institute Graduation Ceremony

  

 

  

“As President John F. Kennedy once said, ‘Remember that our nation’s first great leaders were
also our first great scholars.’ Tonight’s graduates have been given an opportunity, and with that
comes great responsibility. Earning their degree has placed them on the path to success, and
it’s time now for them to challenge themselves to become the leaders of tomorrow. The key to
our economic recovery depends on the talents and contributions of these men and women.”

  

 

  

Many of the 200 graduates from this year’s class are first-generation post-secondary degree
recipients. YTI is a private post-secondary institution of higher education serving south-central
Pennsylvania and northern Maryland with a mission to help committed students attain rewarding
careers. In 2009, graduation rates for all YTI programs exceeded the national average for
comparable program types.

  

 

  

 

  

Born and raised in Delaware County, former 3-star Admiral Joe Sestak served in the Navy for
31 years and now serves as the Representative from the 7th District of Pennsylvania. He led a
series of operational commands at sea, including Commander of an aircraft carrier battle group
of 30 U.S. and allied ships with over 15,000 sailors and 100 aircraft that conducted operations in
Afghanistan and Iraq. After 9/11, Joe was the first Director of “Deep Blue,” the Navy’s
anti-terrorism unit that established strategic and operations policies for the “Global War on
Terrorism.” He served as President Clinton’s Director for Defense Policy at the National Security
Council in the White House, and holds a Ph.D. in Political Economy and Government from
Harvard University.  According to the office of the House Historian, Joe is the highest-ranking
former military officer ever elected to the U.S. Congress.
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